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he outlined a scheme by which it was to be gradually reduced
until 1860, when it would be possible to dispense with it
altogether.
CHAPTER LXVII
THE CRIMEA AND THE MUTINY
1853-1858
§ 293. the eastern question.—When Gladstone prophesied
that it would be possible to remit the Income Tax in 1860
(§ 292), he should have " touched wood," for in the interim
Britain became involved in two wars which upset all his
calculations.
Even when he was making that Budget Speech of 1853, a
cloud no bigger than a man's hand was gathering in the East
to burst over Europe before the year was out. The root of the
trouble lay in what was called " The Eastern Question." The
Ottoman Turks, a semi-civilised Moslem people, had con-
quered south-eastern Europe some centuries before, and had
established themselves as rulers over the Christian races of the
Balkan Peninsula. The Greeks had already succeeded in casting
off their misrule (§ 273), and the Bulgars, Serbs, and Rumanians
were permanently on the verge of rebellion. We might have
expected that the Western Powers would sympathise with the
efforts of fellow-Christians to throw off the degrading tyranny
of semi-barbarous " unbelievers " ; but this feeling was counter-
acted by another. The Balkan peoples were Slav by race and
Orthodox by religion, and naturally looked for support to the
great Slav and Orthodox Power, Russia. The other Powers felt
that the Turkish Empire played a useful part in holding in check
the ambitions of the Czars, who were spreading their dominions
all over northern Asia and threatened to dominate Europe.
And if Serbs and Bulgars threw off the yoke of the Sultan, would
they not come under the influence of Russia, the " big brother "
of the smaller Slav-Orthodox peoples ?

